
Oconee County Schools Newsletter
October 2023

 
NOHS, OCHS Graduations To Be Held

On High School Campuses

The 2024 North Oconee and Oconee County
graduations will be held on the respective high
school campuses as Stegeman Coliseum will
not be available. North Oconee will hold its
graduation on Friday, May 17, at 7:30 p.m. at
Titan Stadium. The Oconee County graduation
is slated for Saturday, May 18, at 7:30 p.m. at
Warrior Stadium.

OCS System, Schools Fare Well Once
Again In Niche Ratings

Niche’s “2024 Best Schools” rankings are out,
and Oconee County again has been chosen
as the No. 1 county district in the state. OCS
has received this recognition each year since
2013. Among elementary schools, Dove Creek
was No. 3 in the state, Rocky Branch was No.
6, Malcom Bridge was No. 8, Oconee County
was No. 9, and High Shoals was No. 11. For the middle schools, Malcom
Bridge landed at No. 3 and Oconee County was No. 7. North Oconee stood
11th among the high schools.

Colham Ferry's Nix Chosen As
OCS Teacher Of The Year

Congratulations to Colham Ferry
Elementary’s Amy Nix, the 2023-2024
Oconee County Schools Teacher of the
Year. Said Nix, “Teaching is a lifelong
learning process. The most important
thing a teacher can instill in the students

https://www.oconeeschools.org/


is that learning is never finished. There is always room for growth.”
 

BOE Earns Exemplary Status

The Oconee County Board of
Education has been awarded
Exemplary Board status for 2023 by
the Georgia School Boards
Association. The Board of Education is
made up of Chair Kim Argo, Vice
Chair Amy Parrish, Tim Burgess, Ryan
Hammock, and Michael Ransom.
Oconee County has earned Exemplary
Board recognition from the GSBA
each year since 2015 and was Governance Team of the Year in 2020.

Board Meetings Available Online

Monthly Oconee County Board of Education work sessions and regular
meetings can be found on the district's YouTube channel. Meetings will be
posted the day following the Board meeting and additionally are linked from the
main page of the Oconee County Schools website.

 
Deputy Gilstrap Remembered Fondly

On Oct. 9, we paused to remember Deputy
David Gilstrap and his service to our
community. He was struck and killed by a car
while directing traffic in front of Oconee
County Primary School 15 years ago. Please
join us in keeping the Gilstrap family and the

Oconee County Sheriff’s Office in your thoughts.

High Shoals Earns Title I Designation

High Shoals Elementary has been chosen as one of 154
Georgia schools as a Title I Distinguished School by the
Georgia Department of Education. Way to go, Hawks!

Strong Graduation Rates, SAT Scores Reported

Oconee County Schools' four-year graduation rate for 2023 was 96.8 percent,
giving OCS the state's highest figure for systems with 500 or more graduates
as well as the No. 1 rating in Northeast Georgia. North Oconee and Oconee
County registered an SAT composite score of 1149 for the 2023 testing period,
placing OCS well above state (1045) and national (1003) figures. In addition,
NOHS and OCHS achieved status as U.S. News Best High Schools. NOHS
and OCHS ranked Nos. 1 and 2 in Northeast Georgia, Nos. 23 and 27 in
Georgia, and within the top 5.5 percent in the country.

https://www.youtube.com/@OconeeCoSchools/videos
https://www.oconeeschools.org/


DCES, HSES, RBES Chosen As
Literacy Leaders

Dove Creek, High Shoals, and Rocky
Branch elementary schools were
recognized by the Georgia Department of
Education as Literacy Leaders based on
their achievements in third-grade reading.

They were three of the 70 selected for achievement and three of the 155
overall for achievement or growth from across the state. High Shoals placed 93
percent of its third-grade students reading at grade level or above, while Dove
Creek and Rocky Branch each landed at 91 percent.

Quick Links
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Board Meeting Videos
Calendars
Lunch Menus
Infinite Campus
Transportation
Canvas
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