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MBMS' Abby Thurston named OCS
Teacher of the Year

Congratulations to Abby Thurston, the
Oconee County Schools Teacher of the
Year for 2019-20! Ms. Thurston is a
science teacher at Malcom Bridge Middle
School - plus she is a graduate of North
Oconee High School.

Ms. Thurston was honored at the Sept.
26 Teacher of the Year banquet,
sponsored by the Oconee County High
Schools Alumni Association. Thank you
to the entire community for their support
of our schools and teachers!

District SAT achievement #1 in
Northeast Georgia

Oconee County Schools has earned a
mean SAT composite score of 1157 for
the 2019 testing period, well above state
and national mean scores. OCS is ranked
fourth in the state and is just one of two
systems ranked in the top 10 in Northeast
Georgia.

“I commend our recent graduates,
students, and all of their teachers
throughout their K-12 experience for
exceptional SAT achievement,” said
Superintendent Jason L. Branch. “These
results demonstrate not only students’
academic excellence, but also how well-
prepared they are for post-secondary
experiences.” 

https://www.oconeeschools.org/
https://www.oconeeschools.org/
http://bit.ly/TOTY2020Program
https://youtu.be/fBI_QxXSZ8k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a827iJBiCwk&feature=youtu.be


For more information, please click herehere. 

National Principals Month

Thank you to our 11 exceptional principals!
We appreciate these educators and leaders for the work they do each and every day.

Thank you for making a difference!

Superintendent wins leadership
award from GSSA

Congratulations to Dr. Jason L. Branch,
the recipient of one of the most
prestigious honors from the Georgia
School Superintendents Association
(GSSA)! The Bill Barr Leadership Award,
named for and designed in honor of the
highly-respected first executive director of
GSSA, is among the top awards in public
education in Georgia. We applaud Dr.
Branch for this well-deserved recognition!

For more information, please click here.

Georgia Parent Survey window
open

Please take a few minutes today to
complete the Georgia Parent Survey,
which is used as part of the School
Climate Star Rating for each school in
OCS. Low participation can affect results,
so please participate! The survey can be
completed on a computer, tablet, or
smartphone. All responses will be
anonymous and will be submitted directly
to the Georgia Department of Education
for analysis.

To take the survey, please click here.

https://www.oconeeschools.org/SAT2019
https://www.oconeeschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=9&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=11138&PageID=1
https://admissions.yale.edu/educator-award
https://gshs.gadoe.org/Pages/Parent.aspx
https://admissions.yale.edu/educator-award


#SustainedExcellence
Four students named REACH Scholars

“These students are Georgia’s future,” said Rep. Marcus Wiedower, as four middle
school students received Realizing Educational Achievement Can Happen (REACH)
Scholarships. Recently, students and their parents participated in a signing ceremony
for each student to receive a $10,000 post-secondary scholarship as part of a
public/private partnership between the State of Georgia and the Oconee community.
Click herehere for more information.

Oconee County High hosts annual Victory Day

Another incredible Victory Day in the books! Oconee County High enjoyed hosting this
annual event for students of all abilities to enjoy a variety of football and cheerleading
activities. This is one of the best evenings of the entire year.

Rocky Branch Elementary releases 80 monarch butterflies

Rocky Branch Elementary 3rd graders nurtured 80 monarch butterflies that they
recently released for their migration to Mexico. Students conducted physicals on the
butterflies prior to release and partnered with the University of Georgia on this project.
These students have made a real difference in saving the world's declining monarch

https://www.oconeeschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=9&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=11143&PageID=1


butterfly population!

Quick Links for Easy
Reference

Calendars
itslearning
Lunch Menus
PowerSchool
Safety
Transportation

Malcom Bridge Middle School
Feature

Check out the third school feature of
the year! This one is on math
teacher Mrs. Victoria Stephens at
Malcom Bridge Middle. Find out
what makes her math class so
unique.

OCS Monthly Highlights

All 11 schools are featured in this
short video that recaps last month. A
variety of engaging learning
experiences and extracurricular
activities have fostered an incredible
school year!
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http://www.oconeeschools.org/calendars
http://www.oconeeschools.org/itslearning
http://www.oconeeschools.org/menus
https://ps.oconee.k12.ga.us/public/
http://www.oconeeschools.org/safety
http://www.oconeeschools.org/transportation
https://www.oconeeschools.org/
http://www.facebook.com/oconeecoschools
https://twitter.com/oconeecoschools
https://www.instagram.com/oconeecoschools

