
The Parent Mentor Partnership is a joint venture
between local school districts and the Georgia
Department of Education (GaDOE). Mentors are
parents of children with exceptional needs, who
are employed by their school district, funded in
part under a GaDOE grant.

Our Vision: Parent mentors and special
education administrators will lead the way in
Georgia to bridge the gap between home, school
and community partnerships.

What does a Parent Mentor do?

➢ Build connections for families in the
community

➢ Concentrate on transition needs for
students with exceptionalities

➢ Provide training sessions for parents
and educators

➢ Serve on community boards and
stakeholder’s groups

➢ Create family engagement activities in
schools

➢ Collaborate with teachers and other
district personnel

➢ Listen to the concerns of families of
students with exceptionalities

➢ Provide resources to help families
navigate supports for their children

My Personal Story

Shortly after becoming first-time parents, my
husband and I learned our son had Down
Syndrome. Early on, we were told of all the
things he would never be able to do. Instead of
accepting those pre-conceived limits for him, we
tried to give him the opportunities and support
he needed to succeed. Our third child also has
complex needs, but her journey has been
different from my son’s. One thing my children
have taught me is that every person has their
own set of unique strengths, gifts and talents.
I’ve learned that I can still dream big for my
children, regardless of their challenges, and
watching them achieve their own dreams over
the years has been a wonderful experience.

I have a heart for helping other parents navigate
life raising exceptional children. I also love
seeing students and young adults reach for their
dreams and succeed! I feel privileged to
continue that journey with Oconee County
families and the Parent Mentor Partnership.

Education and Community Resources

Oconee County School District
706.769.5130
www.oconeeschools.org

GA Department of Education
www.gadoe.org

Parent to Parent of Georgia (P2P)
Supports families and individuals with disabilities
and special healthcare needs
800.229.2038
www.p2pga.org

GA Vocational Rehabilitation Agency (GVRA)
Employment and Independence support for
individuals with disabilities
844.367.4872
www.gvs.georgia.gov

GAfutures
Online college planning tools
www.gafutures.org

GA Inclusive Post-Secondary Education
Consortium (GAIPSEC)
First stop for information on higher education for
students with intellectual disabilities
www.gaipsec.org

GA Department of Community Health
Financial Resources and Medicaid
404.656.4507
www.dch.georgia.gov

GA Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Disabilities (DBHDD)
Network of mental health, developmental
disabilities and prevention services
Crisis Hotline: 800.715.4225
www.dbhdd.georgia.gov

http://www.oconeeschools.org
http://www.gadoe.org
http://www.p2pga.org
http://www.gvs.georgia.gov
http://www.gafutures.org
http://www.gaipsec.org
http://www.dch.georgia.gov
http://www.dbhdd.georgia.gov


Reasons to contact the Parent Mentor:

➢ I feel alone and wish that I could talk to
another parent that understands my
concerns.

➢ I need help locating the tools and
resources that will help me support my
child at home, in school or in the
community.

➢ I have questions about my child’s
education program and how to be
engaged in the process.

➢ I worry that my child will struggle with
moving from elementary school to middle
school or middle school to high school.

➢ I am unsure what my child may need to
graduate and what he/she will do after
high school.

Our goal is to help families build a bridge of
communication between home and school,
ultimately leading to greater success and better
outcomes for students with exceptional needs.

Vicki Hilpp
Parent Mentor, Special Education
Phone: 706.769.5130 ext. 1210

vhilpp@oconeeschools.org
www.parentmentors.org

Oconee County Schools
Parent Mentor Partnership

Suzanne Korngold
Director of Special Education

Phone: 706.769.5130
skorngold@oconeeschools.org

www.oconeeschools.org

Georgia
Parent Mentor

Partnership

The mission of the Georgia
Parent Mentor Partnership is

to build effective family,
school, and community
partnerships that lead to
greater achievement for

students, especially those
with disabilities.
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