
Oconee County Schools 

Transportation Office 
Welcome to a new school year!  The Oconee County Board of Education Transportation 
Department has one purpose – the safe transportation of students. Your child’s route 
number and approximate pickup and drop off times are listed in their Powerschool 
account.  If you do not see the route and times, please make sure they are registered as a 
bus rider.  If you need assistance with Powerschool, please contact the Registrar at your 
child’s school. 

 Specific rules and regulations were developed and are enforced in order to ensure the 
safety of students.  It is important that each student realize his or her role in achieving this 
goal.  Students must cooperate with the driver and obey all rules and regulations.  Parents 
are encouraged to support the bus drivers in their efforts to perform their duties in a safe 
manner.  

Bus drivers are required to have a Commercial Drivers’ License, as well as undergo a 
comprehensive training program of driving skills, student management and first aid.  The 
bus driver is required to successfully complete a physical, drug/alcohol test and criminal 
background check.  All drivers are required to participate in safety meetings and workshops 
each year. 

All buses are inspected daily by the driver and/or by transportation maintenance personnel.  
In addition, the Department of Motor Vehicles inspects each vehicle annually to certify it 
meets all safety regulations and laws relating to pupil transportation in the State of 
Georgia. 

Student safety is the first priority when determining bus stop locations.  The Georgia 
Department of Education determines the guidelines for location of the bus stops.  Students 
are allowed to walk up to a half (1/2) mile to a bus stop.  The school bus will travel streets or 
street segments that are a least four-tenths (4/10) mile in length and provide a safe 
turnaround area for the bus.  Bus stop locations will normally be placed no closer than one-
tenth (1/10) mile along a road or street and no greater than four-tenths (4/10) mile within an 
established subdivision.  Curbside service will only be rendered if the student tis 
incapacitated. 

The Transportation Director has the authority to change a bus stop that is determined to be 
unsafe.  No maximum ride time is specified; however, bus runs are designed to minimize 
the length of the student’s ride to and from school.  Bus drivers have the authority to 
assign seats to maintain safety on their school bus.  The Transportation Director and/or 
Routing Supervisor will remove any student who is unruly and will not be allowed back on 
until a parent contacts Transportation. 

 



ATTENTION PARENTS…the following rules will help ensure a safe and pleasant trip to and 
from school for your child. 

1. Arrive at the bus stop at least five (5) minutes before scheduled pick-up time.  If the 
student is not visibly waiting at the stop, the bus will not wait.  Alternate 
transportation will have to be provided. 

2. The driver has the authority to assign seats. 
3. Do not save seats.  Seats are designed to seat three people. 
4. Do not use profanity.  Profanity will not be tolerated. 
5. Do not eat or drink on the bus.  Students will not be allowed to bring “breakfast” on 

the bus. 
6. Dress students in a bright color that is easily seen. 
7. Parents, please accompany your child to and from the bus stop. 
8. Do not bring animals or snakes, glass containers, balloons or any other objects that 

could cause harm on the bus.  Band equipment, projects etc. must be held in 
student’s lap – if too big, parents should transport. 

9. Make sure someone is available to meet your child when he or she is transported 
from school at the end of each day.  If a student tells the driver that no one is home 
and is afraid to get off the bus, the student will be returned to school. 

10. If your student boards the bus to go home, the bus leaves the school grounds and 
they were supposed to be a car rider, the bus driver will continue on route and deliver 
your child home.  Students will not be released to personal vehicles at any time other 
than at home.  No student will be released mid-route. 

11. A signed note from the parent to the school and stamped by the school will have to 
be presented to the driver in order for your student to ride home with another student.  
Otherwise, they will be taken to their normal stop. 

12. Students will not be picked up or dropped off at businesses. 

13. Please contact the Transportation Facility at 706-769-5130 if your child’s bus is later 
than ten minutes of the usual arrival time. 

14. Cell Phones are not permitted to be used on the school bus.  Bus drivers have the 
authority to confiscate the cell phone if a student attempts to use it on the bus. 

There have been minimal changes to the routes this year.  Please refer to the road/route 
list on the Transportation link on the school website at www.oconeeschools.org for 
information.  Please allow two weeks from the first day of school for timing adjustments 
to work out.  If you have questions concerning route information, two people will be at 
each elementary school during Open House to answer any questions.  Thanks for your 
cooperation and patience as we all work together for a safe and productive year.  If you 
have any further questions, please contact the Transportation Department at 706-769-
5130. 

      Respectfully, 



 

 

      Duane Peterson 

      Transportation Director 


